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TO COMMEMORATE THE 150TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE HUNTS-
VILLE ITEM

HON. JIM TURNER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I have a special
opportunity today to honor the Huntsville Item,
a fine newspaper in East Texas, which will be
celebrating its 150th birthday on August 18.

The Huntsville Item is the second oldest
continually published newspaper in the state
of Texas. Over the last century and a half, it
has reported the everyday challenges facing
East Texans, as well as the triumphs and trag-
edies of our great nation.

The Huntsville Item began publication in
Huntsville, Texas on August 20 1850, under
the editorship of George Robinson, who was
born in Liverpool, England. From 1863–1864,
during Robinson’s enlistment in the Civil War,
the Item was irregularly published due to Rob-
inson’s war duties and scarce supplies.

A fire destroyed the printing house of the
Item on May 4, 1878, and the paper had to be
printed several blocks away. But again, six
years later, fire struck down the printing
house, interrupting the Item’s distribution for
several weeks while printing was relocated to
nearby Willis. Later that year, George’s young-
est son, Fred, took over management of the
paper, moving all its operations back into
Huntsville.

For several years early in the twentieth cen-
tury, the Huntsville Item operated as the
Huntsville Post-Item under publisher J.A.
Palmer. In 1915, the paper was sold to Ross
Woodall, who, along with his wife, published
the paper until 1967.

The Item is currently owned by Community
Holdings Newspapers, Inc.

The faded headlines of this newspaper tell
the story of our nation’s history.

Through the Civil War, two World Wars,
Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, and
Kosovo, the Item relayed news of brave Amer-
ican soldiers to their parents, siblings, and
loved ones. Its newsprint has captured the
Great Depression, the Baby Boom, the Oil
Rush, the S&L crash, and the digital revolu-
tion. Its columns have examined Nolan Ryan,
Willie Nelson, LBJ and Sam Rayburn.

I congratulate all the editors, photographers,
and reporters who have made this newspaper
last through the test of time. Even after four
fires and other challenges, the paper has sur-
vived and flourished.

I hope that the stories it reports in the next
hundred and fifty years will mirror the same
growth, progress, and success that our nation
has experienced since its first copy, published
in 1850.
f

TRIBUTE TO POSTMASTER ROY C.
BUNCH

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
today I pay a special tribute to Postmaster
Roy C. Bunch who resides in North Carolina’s

Third Congressional District, which I have the
privilege to represent.

Next week friends, family, and officials will
gather at the Albemarle Plantation in Hertford
to recognize Mr. Bunch for 50 years of dedi-
cated service to the federal government.

Mr. Bunch began his career in the United
States Navy on August 24, 1944 and served
our Nation until March 6, 1946.

His career as Postmaster of the Belvidere
facility began on January 24, 1952 where he
has tirelessly served for over 48 years.

After fifty years of service to the Federal
Government and to the men, women and chil-
dren of our great Nation, Mr. Bunch is not
slowing down.

He is in wonderful health and has men-
tioned no plans of retirement.

He currently resides in Belvidere, North
Carolina with his wife of 51 years, Clemma
Bunch. Together Roy and Clemma have one
son and a daughter.

He continues to be an exemplary example
of an outstanding public servant and for that I
would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr.
Bunch.

All of our federal employees deserve great
thanks from this Nation. It is not an overstate-
ment to say that without federal employees
our country would not be able to function.
They touch every aspect of our lives and pro-
vide immeasurable benefits to us all. Without
the dedication to service that federal workers
such as Mr. Bunch provide, our Nation would
not be the great country it is today.

Mr. Roy Bunch, ‘‘thank you,’’ I salute you.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE MINGE-
HOOLEY COMPREHENSIVE
RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ACT

HON. DAVID MINGE
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, today I announce
the introduction of landmark legislation to help
maintain the viability of America’s rural econ-
omy. I join with my colleague Representative
DARLENE HOOLEY and members of the Demo-
cratic Rural Task Force in introducing the
Comprehensive Rural Telecommunications
Act.

Several months ago, I was given the oppor-
tunity to chair the Democratic Rural Task
Force. This task force was developed with the
aim of pursuing initiatives which ensure our
rural communities are not left behind in the
new millennium. Many factors comprise a ro-
bust economy. That is true in an urban, subur-
ban or rural community. It was my job to de-
cide which economic sectors of rural America
we could most realistically pursue.

With the advice and input of the tele-
communications innovators in my Congres-
sional district, I saw the important need for a
strong investment in telecommunications infra-
structure to provide for the maintenance and
future growth of rural America. The Internet
creates great commercial opportunities; there-
fore, telecommunications infrastructures are
more than ever a crucial tool of our economic
development. However, rural communities are
at a real disadvantage when it comes to build-
ing these new advanced networks, given their

distance from urban centers and low popu-
lation densities. Telecommunication providers
often prefer to deploy advanced telecommuni-
cation systems in urban areas, where fixed
costs are spread over more customers and
volume is greater.

The gentlewoman from Oregon and I set to
work on an ambitious proposal that would take
a comprehensive approach rather than several
fragmented efforts. This collaborative effort led
to the three part Comprehensive Rural Tele-
communications Act. Our legislation combines
incentives for infrastructure creation along with
the educational opportunities needed to en-
sure a population who can utilize the new in-
frastructure.

The legislation establishes National Centers
for Distance Working which would provide
training, referral, and employment-related
services and assistance to individuals in rural
communities and Indian Tribes to support the
use of teleworking in information and high
technology fields. These centers would help
people in rural areas link up with employers so
they could take advantage of new career op-
portunities even if they do not live in areas
with numerous employers.

To encourage infrastructure creation, the
legislation provides a 10% to 15% tax credit
on expenditures by companies deploying
broadband (1.5 MBPS) or enhanced
broadband (10 MBPS) in rural areas. The leg-
islation also authorizes the USDA’s Rural Util-
ity Service to provide up to $3 billion in loans
or credit extensions to eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier providers to finance the deploy-
ment of broadband service in rural commu-
nities.

A special thanks goes to the esteemed Sen-
ators DORGAN, ROCKEFELLER, and WELLSTONE.
Much of this legislation is based on individual
bills they have previously introduced. I would
also like to thank the Chairman of the Demo-
cratic Caucus, Representative MARTIN FROST.

Mr. Speaker, I request that my House col-
leagues join with me in supporting and pass-
ing the Minge-Hooley Comprehensive Rural
Telecommunications Act, which is critical to
rural America’s future.
f

FREE SPEECH AND MEDIA IN THE
OSCE REGION AFTER 25 YEARS

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today freedom of
the press and media in the OSCE participating
States is deteriorating and regressing, largely
unnoticed by the peoples of the region. This is
happening in Western and Central Europe in
much the same way one cooks a frog. Place
the frog in cold water and start the fire. As the
water heats up, the frog is gradually cooked—
having never known he was in danger. This
type of political gradualism is a true threat to
the peoples and States of Europe.

Recent hearings held by the Helsinki Com-
mission, on which I serve, have noted a num-
ber of high profile cases in Eastern Europe
showcasing the situation. We have heard of
the rise of influence and pressure from heavy-
handed government authorities who feel the
need to control the views and reports of inde-
pendent journalists. Such actions have been
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especially evident in Bosnia, Azerbaijan, and
Ukraine. The recent arrest of Vladimir
Gusinsky, head of Media Most and an out-
spoken critic of Russian President Putin, has
raised our concern about Russia’s approach to
an agenda of free media.

A key OSCE commitment allows for the de-
velopment and protection of freedom of ex-
pression, permitting independent pluralistic
media. Three years ago, the OSCE States
were concerned enough about the problems in
this area that they mandated the creation of
the position of Representative on Freedom of
the Media. The 25th Anniversary of the Hel-
sinki Final Act marks an appropriate occasion
to review the past relations between the
OSCE governments and the media, and to re-
view the current situation of free media in the
region.

Last year, 11 journalists were killed in the
region, with a number of the deaths accom-
panied by suspicious circumstances. In addi-
tion to those killed while reporting the news,
many others were arrested under suspicious
circumstances and without due process. Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty reporter Andrei
Babitsky’s story is a frightening example of
just how badly the situation for reporters has
deteriorated in Russia. While covering and re-
porting on the war in Chechnya, Babitsky was
arrested by Russian troops for ‘‘participating in
an armed formation,’’ and yet later was traded
to Chechen rebels in an exchange, thus being
placed in grave danger. Babitsky was later re-
trieved by Russian forces and subsequently
charged with using false papers.

While Babitsky was fortunate to have sur-
vived and received international exposure,
most other journalists are not so lucky in Rus-
sia. In Vladimir Putin’s first ‘‘state of the union’’
speech, he said that he supported a free Rus-
sian press, but was angered that media own-
ers could influence the content. That is, while
Putin openly declares support for a free
media, he chills the media in his next utter-
ance. Likewise, Gusinsky’s arrest has height-
ened our concern as we see the tightening of
the noose on the throat of a free press in Rus-
sia.

Actions by governments in Southeastern
Europe are also a cause for concern. Turkey
and the Balkan States present serious impedi-
ments towards promoting and allowing free
media. Serbia continually threatens, harasses,
and fines all media that do not follow the offi-
cial line. Milosevic has seen to the gradual de-
mise of any independent Serbian media, not
the least through fines totaling $2.1 million last
year. Turkish authorities continue to block free
media in key areas, with either the Kurdish
issue or criticism of the military most likely to
land journalists in jail.

Mr. Speaker, I could continue. Such devel-
opments are rife throughout the Caucasus and
Central Asia. It is not enough for OSCE States
to ardently promote the idea of free speech
and media. Collective accountability must be
used, along with public diplomacy, if the
OSCE is to consist of States that rise to the
standard envisioned at Helsinki 25 years ago
regarding free speech and media.

RECOGNIZING THE NYSP PRO-
GRAM AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN—EAU CLAIRE

HON. RON KIND
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize a
fantastic program that benefits young people
throughout the nation, and to pay special trib-
ute to the chapter in my congressional district.

Earlier this month, I had the pleasure to
spend some time at the National Youth Sports
Program (NYSP) on the University of Wis-
consin—Eau Claire campus. This is the twen-
tieth year that an NYSP summer camp has
operated in the Chippewa Valley region of
western Wisconsin, at which disadvantaged
youth take part in athletic, math and science
activities for five weeks. The sports compo-
nent of the program emphasizes instruction,
competition, physical fitness and lifetime
sports. The classroom programs cover nutri-
tion, drug and alcohol awareness, higher edu-
cation preparation and career discussions in
addition to the science and math curriculum.

Of the 180 or so NYSP programs that oper-
ate nationwide each summer, the University of
Wisconsin—Eau Claire camp has been recog-
nized as one of the top five programs seven
times. It has also been rated as the top pro-
gram twice in the last decade.

NYSP is an excellent example of how fed-
eral partnerships with communities can work
for the betterment of America’s young people.
Funds for NYSP are provided through the De-
partment of Health and Human Services and
are administered through the NCAA. In my
home state, additional funds for food services
are provided through the Department of Agri-
culture.

NYSP provides the kids who participate in
the camps with wonderful opportunities they
would not otherwise have to learn, play, and
form new friendships in friendly, safe and sup-
portive environments. This year at UW—Eau
Claire, 589 young people participated in
NYSP.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate all of the many
staff and volunteers who run the NYSP pro-
gram at UW—Eau Claire. In particular, I wish
to recognize Lisa McIntyre, Bill Harms, Jeff
Lutz, Tom Platt and Tony Hudson, whose
dedication to the program is very admirable,
and who make sure I am kept up-to-date
about the progress and success of NYSP
each year.

I offer a special word of congratulations and
thanks to Diane Gibertson, who has been the
Activities Director of NYSP in Eau Claire.
Diane is retiring this year, and was instru-
mental in establishing NYSP in the Chippewa
Valley twenty years ago. Diane’s tireless ef-
forts over the years on behalf of youth in our
community serves as a shining example for all
of us—young and old—to follow our dreams,
and to take time to help make the dreams of
our children come true.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
residents of western Wisconsin, I congratulate
and thank all those who have made the NYSP
program an amazing success. Our children,
and our communities, are certainly the better
for their efforts.

THE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
AND TRAINING ACT

HON. JERRY WELLER
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000
Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-

troducing a bill with Mr. MORAN, Mr. COX, Mr.
TAUZIN, Mr. TOM DAVIS, Mr. DRIER, Mr. ADAM
SMITH, Mr. SALMON and Mrs. TAUCHER to ad-
dress the severe worker shortage in tech-
nology related industries. The Technology
Education and Training Act provides a $1,500
tax credit for information technology training
expenses.

This tax credit is necessary to address the
serious shortage in the United States of
trained technology professionals. This short-
age has a dramatic effect on the U.S. econ-
omy. According to the CompTIA Workforce
Study, as a result of unfilled IT positions, the
U.S. economy loses $105.5 billion in spending
that would otherwise go to salaries and train-
ing. This reduces household income by $37.2
billion and prevents the creation of 1. 6 million
jobs. Currently, an estimated 268,740 (10%) of
IT service and support positions are unfilled.
This results in $4.5 billion per year in lost
worker productivity. An ITAA study released
April 11, 2000 predicts a shortage of 843,328
for the 1.6 million new IT workers needed in
2000.

The tax credit we establish in this bill would
be available to both individuals and busi-
nesses for training and educational expenses
for individuals being trained in technology re-
lated industries. The allowable credit would be
$1,500. For small businesses, or businesses
and individuals in enterprise zones, empower-
ment zones, and other qualified areas, the
credit would equal $2,000. The training pro-
gram must result in certification.

This bill encourages a private-public sector
partnership which allows the private sector to
determine who, what, where and how to train
workers. It also helps to fill the IT worker pipe-
line with thousands of new and retrained IT
skilled workers which would otherwise leave
thousands of jobs in cities across America un-
filled.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity
to speak on behalf of The Technology Edu-
cation and Training Act.
f

THE IMPORTANCE OF A GLOBAL
SCHOOL LUNCH AND GLOBAL
WIC PROGRAM

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I was very

excited to read the July 23, 2000 statement by
President Clinton at the G–8 Summit in Oki-
nawa, Japan, announcing a $300 million initial
start-up program in support of a universal
school and pre-school feeding program for the
over 300 million hungry children of the world.
On July 27th, the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee held a hearing on this issue and invited
former Senators George McGovern and Bob
Dole, the two chief proponents of this initiative,
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, Sen-
ator RICHARD DURBIN, myself, and several oth-
ers to testify.
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